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HOW TO TEST STUDENT`S VOCABULARY
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Senior Teachers, Sumy State University
The purpose of vocabulary tests is to measure the comprehension and production of words used in speaking or writing.
Four general kinds of vocabulary tests are presented. The first, limited response, is for beginners. These tests items require either a simple physical action like pointing at something or a very simple verbal answer such as «yes» or «no». The second, multiple-choice completion, is a test in which a sentence with a missing word is presented; students choose one of four vocabulary items given to complete the sentence. A third type, multiple-choice paraphrase, is a test in which a sentence with one word underlined is given. Students choose which of four words is the closest in meaning to the underlined item. A fourth kind of test, simple completion, has students write in the missing part of words that appear in sentences. 
	Somehow we need to find out which words our students need to know. The problem is solved by a course syllabus that tells what words must be learned. In case with the courses of English for the teachers of special subjects we ask them to provide some words and phrases that need to be mastered for teaching foreign students. Still other sources are our textbooks, readers and exercise manuals. Finally, we do not overlook the words and phrases especially needed for our teachers of special subjects to run their classes in English.
	Most ESL teachers today do not recommend having students simply memorize lists of words. Instead we try to teach  students to find the meaning of words through the context, by teaching important affixes to get some word-building skills. In testing vocabulary we also need to avoid presenting words in isolation. 
	And let`s not overlook informal evaluation, which can be useful in measuring any language skills: home exercises, classroom practice, game-type activities such as crossword puzzles. Even vocabulary exercises can be used as progress tests. Because students are familiar with such exercises, test anxiety can be reduced.
	



